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Summary of “How to Brief Any Legal Issue” Article.
	Based on the difficulties Law professors and Desnoyers experience in reading cases and statutes, authors Trautman et al. published a short article to guide on the preceding. The authors acknowledged Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr's idea that a language is a central tool in trade and indeed, the building block to the law (Trautman et al. 1). Moreover, the authors argued that understanding the scope and application of legal opinions will make both students and the public at large better citizens (2). The short essay, therefore, was written with a purpose to give an introductory guide, including constitutional law and business students, on how to brief any legal opinion. That said, the article, as summarized below, primarily provides basic analytical and briefing concepts, in an acronym form (IRAC), for any legal issue.
	According to Trautman et al., professional success requires proper legal analysis and writing skills (4). Business or law, the authors, assert, need research, analysis, and writing skills for success. The preceding list is essential because the profession entails analysis of precedent, evaluation of evidence and drafting of legal issues. Clear and concise legal writing, according to the authors, is critical in the judicial system in that, the written opinions will be used by lawyers and other judges to explain whatever the law is. Despite the vast knowledge that proper research and writing skills are critical in the law, it surprises the fact that lawyers don't write well. The authors, thereby, calls for an active organization of writer's thoughts and proper word usage while identifying and summarizing various parts of a case.
	While many scholars have offered many acronyms for brief organizational structure, Trautman et al. recommend IRAC that stands for Issue, Rule, Application, and Conclusion. In the format, to begin with, before analyzing the acronyms, a student should start by briefing the case at the top of the page by highlighting the full citation and statement of the facts of the case (Trautman et al. 9). The full citation should include the date of the decision and the court that made the decision. Statement of facts, on the other hand, includes; reasons for the lawsuit, lower court’s decision, and plaintiff and defendant identity and argument respectively.
	With that said, the IRAC organizational further describes arguments into Issue, Rule, Application and Conclusion sections. According to the authors, a student should identify the issue and reduce it to a single sentence (10). Important to note is that every word counts and has a meaning in legal analysis; therefore, students must take their time in comprehending an issue rather than copying and pasting stated issues. On the other hand, a Rule statement, the authors assert, is achievable in a single paragraph. Similar to an issue, the authors recommend it be should be stated word-for-word.
	The third segment is the rule application section in which students do most of the writing. It answers how the rules of law apply to facts and circumstances of the case. For effectiveness and actuality, it should be based on the Constitution or applicable Supreme Court cases (Trautman et al. 12. Basing arguments on the latter proves instructive at how the court utilizes its prior decisions. In the effect that a writer follows the above three steps carefully, the authors assert that the conclusion will be evident and straightforward. Frequently, courts use signalling words such as "we hold" or "we conclude". For clarity, however, the authors recommend the conclusion to begin either with the word "yes" or "no" followed by a positive restatement of the actual issue (13).
The authors, therefore, acknowledges that research and writing is key in law. In as much they argue that writers can write legal analysis in 20 minutes through the use of IRAC acronym, they acknowledge that hard work and regular practice is critical for the writing of a skilful report. Moreover, they advise writers to take caution on writing ethics and plagiarism.
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